The Language of description
Noun phrases , prepositional phrases and relative clauses
Text for Active Listening Lesson 8 – Noun phrases
Listen to text. Can you remember descriptions of e.g the flat, the cottage, the roof

We used to live in this pokey flat in the middle of London when I was very little. It was noisy and there was lots of rubbish everywhere and we kept getting burgled. Mum and Dad used to talk about moving to a pretty little cottage in the country but it was always just like a fairy story.
We saw a white cottage with a grey slate roof and a black chimney and a bright butter-yellow front door. There were yellow roses and honeysuckle growing up a lattice round the door and the leaded windows, and lots of other flowers growing in the big garden. In the middle of the garden was an old twisted tree with big branches bent almost to the ground.
 



Describing people, places and things
How to construct descriptive sentences that include noun phrases, prepositional phrases and relative clauses.
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3. A substitution table as a strategy to model sentences 
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A substitution table for describing people’s appearance
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4. A substitution table for describing characters in The Suitcase Kid 


 glossy
pink

with freckles
Andy has
 beady
black
nose
with  a pair of glasses
Katie has 
an ugly
brown
face
which has purple bows
Graham has
 a pale
blue
hair
like a hairy baboon
Uncle Bill has
muddy 
squashed -up
eyes
and a squeaky voice

thick
hairy

and muddy brown eyes

a small
twitchy

and hairy arms













5. How to create noun phrases
To describe some of the houses
Nouns: house, bungalow, cottage
Type (classifier): detached, terraced, semi-detached, wooden, stone
Describer: modern, brigh,  grey, brown, blue, 
The order of words in the noun phrase:       Size, colour, type, noun  so  small white stone cottage
Order of describers: intensifying adjectives that you can add very to before non-intensifying adjectives such as colours  so 
(Very) bright red would be the right order.
Examples:  a small brown wooden bungalow
                    a  small thatched cottage
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Describing shoes
Identify the nouns (what are we talking about?):   shoes, trainers
Type (what kind?): laced, leather, wedged, suede, high-heeled
Describer(What are they like?):  shiny, plain, pink, black
Example: some shiny black leather shoes  
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